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Presidents Ramblins

Things are starting to look “Spooky”
everywhere around the Arkansas! |It's
2023 Activities 2 that time of year when the colors start
changing and folks dress up in weird

President’s Ramblins 1

Wiederkehr Village 3-4 costumes! However, the weather has
Eureka Springs 5-8 cooled down and we can finally ride with
comfort for a little while.
War Eagle 9
Blue Eye 10 Some of us just returned from a beauti-
ful 4 day trip to Eureka Springs. The
Peels Ferry 11-14 trees were fantastic with many bright
- N colors of yellow, orange and burgundy.
ERe D Lart Several times while riding, the wind
Autumn Storms 17 would blow and we would almost be
covered with leaves blowing down from
Autumn Colors 18-26 the trees. We enjoyed great rides by Joe
10 Most Common Biker mis- 27-30 Dowd and Vin Hayes while in Eureka
takes Springs.
Mike Neal planned a great 4 day trip for
us including organizing dinners each
night for the group and has already re-
J served the Quality Inn again for next
We are starting to take renewals for 2024 Mem- year
bership. Also,_any new members who sign up Also, Brush rode all the way up there
now will be paid up for 2024. Dues are the Tuesday night just so he could lead a
same as last year, ride to Crystal Bridges for a group who
wanted to go there.
| hope you can attend our next meeting Satur- We thought the trip home would be a wet
to Mexico and Vin will be running the meeting. way with only a light rain in Morrilton.
$20 solo and $30 per couple.
Don Hewett Xt year at the same time. | am looking

AER Club President forward to going again.



2023 Staff

President
Don Hewett

Vice President
Scott Pennington

Treasurer
Butch Robbins

Newsletter/Webmaster
Valerie Hewett

Ride Coordinator
Bill (Brush) Brusenhan

Membership Enhance-
ment
Mike Neal

Facebook Administra-

tor
0OJ & Jan Miles

Meet to Eat
Dan & Angie Dren-
non

Quarter Master
Dan Drennon

Safety Enhancement
Advisor

Vin Hayes

OFFICIAL AER EVENTS
(AR Eagle Riders)

November
11/6-9 - Leaf Peeping Trip, Jasper

December
Dec 11 Christmas Party Scott & Don
5.30 Social 6 PM Dinner
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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Joe Dowd’s trip Tuesday

Joe took us on a great ride across the AR Golden Gate Bridge in Beaver, AR, then thru Rodgers
to Hwy 12 and a stop at War Eagle Mill. Then to lunch at Granny’s Kitchen in Huntsville where
we met a group of adventure bike riders from Monterey, Mexico. Then we continued our ride up
to Blue Eye, AR (population 36), then across southern MO on Hwy 86 and back down 23 into
Eureka Springs. This was a great ride of about 175 miles.

Vin Hayes’ ride Wednesday
Vin took us on a fantastic 200 mile ride across the Peel Ferry. We went east on 62 to Berryville,
then up 21 to Blue Eye and east over to US 65, south to AR 14 east to the ferry. There was a cou-
ple already waiting there on a Victory from Virginia Beach area who were on a 6 state tour trying
to complete motorcycle rides in all 50 states. We rode on north on 125 to 160 over to Rueter
where we had lunch. We followed 160 north of Branson over to 13, then south to 76 which was
all great winding roads with beautiful colors. Then back down to Eureka Springs.
That evening after dinner, we gathered by the pool and had a memorial celebration for Jim Rus-

sell, aformer member, who passed away on Monday. Rick bought a bottle of Bourbon, which
was Jim’s favorite drink, so we all could raise a glass and toast Jim. Some of us have traveled
many miles with Jim on his Goldwing covering many states on multiple trips. Jim will not be
forgotten any time soon! Happy trails Jim!
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| Common Mistakes

The 10 most common mistakes street riders make

Greg Widmar
Aug 11, 2020

As an instructor, a student myself and with more than 200,000 miles of riding under my
belt, | have come to see street riders making the same mistakes over and over. I've
picked out the top 10 mistakes riders make.

To let you know where I'm coming from, | have been teaching the Beginner through Ad-
vanced Riding Clinics for Total Control Training, Inc. in southern California since 2014
and | have taken more than 21 courses myself, as a student, because | believe in the
value of formal motorcycle education. So to help steer the riding culture in a better di-
rection, | started making YouTube videos and have multiple books on Amazon to help
educate and inspire riders.

Editor's note: To see more of the 200-plus videos MotoJitsu has created on riding tech-
niques, as well as some other entertainment such as motorcycle movie reviews, see his
YouTube channel or visit MotoJitsu.com to learn more.

From that experience and my many miles on the road, here are the mistakes | identify as
the most common.
Not wearing full gear

"It’s too hot.”

“l can’t afford it.”

“I’m only going for a short ride.”

These are just a few of the excuses riders tell themselves and others to justify not wear-

ing full gear. No matter the temperature, price, or distance, the consequences of wearing
a T-shirt and jeans will be far worse if you go down. The weather shouldn’t dictate your
safety. If you can’t afford full gear, you really can’t afford hospital bills. You can get into
an accident at the first stop sign on your block or at an intersection 100 miles away; no
matter what, wear full gear.



https://www.revzilla.com/common-tread/by/142-greg-widmar
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0FFFneMi9GwRHUsuBjM0jA
https://www.motojitsu.com/

| Common Misgakes

Not practicing

| know riders who have been riding 30 years yet are still at a beginner’s level in skill
and understanding. Riding isn’t practicing. Practicing is focused attention to a spe-
cific skill in order to gain an experiential understanding of how or why something
works. | often ask riders before a group ride in the twisties, “When was the last time
you practiced emergency braking?" Nine times out of 10 the answer is, "l don’t prac-
tice." To which | reply, “OK, well you’re not riding behind me.” How can anyone ex-
pect to get better at any technique they learned if they don’t practice it? Trail braking,
line selection, low-speed turning, body position, vision, throttle control, braking, etc.?
Make time to practice weekly.

Putting the bike in neutral at stop lights

While at a stop light, you notice the car behind you doesn’t seem to be slowing down
quickly enough. Are you ready to act? Putting your bike in neutral is just laziness.
Multiple times since | started riding in August 2013, | have had to get out of the way to
avoid getting rear-ended by someone not paying attention. You will not have time to
pull in the clutch, downshift to first, find an escape route, then move there quickly if
needed. Whatever reason riders give themself for doing this, getting hit from behind
isn’t worth it. Keep the bike in gear, watch your mirrors and have an escape plan in
mind, while remaining aware of your surroundings at all times.

Not anticipating cross traffic

While approaching a green light, too many riders | see don’t check to their left and
right to ensure the path is clear before crossing through the intersection. Three times
now | have noticed a car not slowing down, only for it to completely blow through the
red light in front of me. If it hadn’t checked and slowed down, | would likely not be
alive today. Check and re-check both directions for every intersection and be ready to
respond.
Not using turn signals

You want to be predictable in traffic. Others should know your intentions and expect
you to behave in a way you would want others to behave. When riders switch lanes
without using their blinkers, it increases the stress and risk of everyone around. Now
you’re unpredictable. Violations of others' right of way is exactly what happens when
traffic around you cannot reasonably predict what you’re going to do. And no matter
who is at fault, you’re vulnerable



o Common Mistakes

Riding in blind spots

I hear it over and over again: “This car just cut me off.” “This truck the other day just
merged right into me. He must hate motorcycles.”

Look in the mirror before blaming others. So many times | see riders in the blind spots
of cars. Then they blame the car driver for not seeing them. We are the smallest vehicles
in traffic. We have to make ourselves visible and I’m not talking about wearing a bright
yellow banana suit to draw attention. Be more intentional about where you’re riding, po-
sition yourself so you're not hidden in traffic and give everyone around you the best op-
portunity to notice you’re there.

Not looking far enough through the turn

When you're out riding in the twisties, your eyes should always be well ahead of your
bike. That way if you see a hazard, you have time to think about what you’re going to do
and respond. Too many riders are often looking only 20 feet in front of their front tire.
Keeping your eyes up and looking through the turn to where you want to go is the goal.
Use your peripheral vision to manage your lane position.

Just moving your eyes isn’t enough. Imagine taking out one of your eyes and gluing it to
the chin of your helmet. Point your chin where you want to go. That’s a head turn. This
allows your pupils to stay in the middle of your head, causes less fatigue, and gives you
a wider perspective.

Getting too close to the yellow or white lines

While going through lefthand turns, too many riders get too close to the yellow line. If &
car is coming from the other direction and you have to change your line, you're too
close. Your body or bike should never cross that line.

There is only one circumstance where it’s acceptable to get really close to the line anc

use all the pavement available to your advantage: when there’s no oncoming traffic anc
it’s an open corner. Since that is very rare on your favorite twisty road, a new way o
thinking about line selection is needed. Outside-middle-outside makes more sense. Star
on the outside of the turn like you normally would but only go to the middle of the lang
instead of the inside. By middle | do not mean dead center, but somewhere in the three
foot margin of the middle third of the lane is where your tires should be. This way, eve
while leaning over into the turn, your head or bike will never cross over the yellow o
white line. Additionally, with this approach, you will have more options mid-turn in ca
el be able to slow down, speed up, swerve left or swerve rig



| Common Misgakes

Not understanding counter steering

Ask 10 riders what counter steering is and you’ll likely get 10 different answers,
along with a few who don’t even believe it’s real or relevant. If you want to go
right, push forward on the right handgrip and the bike will lean to the right, there-
fore going right. Same with the left. Pushing down is a myth. The more parallel
your forearms are to the ground, the more efficient you’ll be while cornering. You
will continue to push until you have reached the lean angle needed in order to
make the turn based on your speed and radius.

This isn’t something you have to believe based on faith or from authority. Go try
it and see for yourself.

Also, the two handgrips are connected so pulling on the left grip is exactly the
same as pushing on the right. Many times going right | pull left instead of push-
ing right because my right hand is already handling the throttle and brakes and |
don't want to overload it by having to do the steering, as well.

Riding faster than your skill or comfort level

When I'm leading a group of friends on the twisty roads, | tell everyone before the
ride starts that the goal is to make it to the gas station at the end of this road. It
will take anywhere from 45 minutes to an hour to get there. Your goal is to make
it. No one will get a trophy for getting there faster. If | want to take the corner at 40
mph and you are behind me and want to take it at 30 mph, go 30 mph. You are re-
sponsible for your own safety and only you should dictate your pace.

Trying to keep up with other riders comes down to ego. Trying to prove some-
thing to others or yourself. Trying to fit in. Be one of the guys. Show others
you’re a good rider, etc. None of these attitudes have positive outcomes. "Ride
your own ride" is a good old saying for a reason.

Speed comes naturally with better technique. Continue to take higher level train-
ing, practice what you’re taught and you’ll naturally be able to take the corners a
bit quicker without adding much risk.



